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DETAILED ACTION 



ABSTRACT 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because there are extraneous 
characters "181925.B1 1 ". Correction is required. See IVIPEP 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 (e) 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 
102 (e) that form the basis for the rejections under this section, made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by 
another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title 
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1-50, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Wyman (U.S. Patent No. 5,260,999). 

Referring to claims 1. 7. 11. 21. 22. 26. 32. 33. 43: 

Wyman discloses the claimed method of managing digital objects in a 
network, the method comprising: 

Storing the digital objects (license server, database 23, Figure 1) at 
locations accessible in the network using a storage technique which renders the digital 
objects secure (the term secure is interpreted as a product use authorization) against 
unauthorized access (e.g. see, Abstract, lines 3-8, col 23, lines 30-42), 
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Storing pointer information (filter function, or the license manager 14 can 
simulate the effect of potential assignment, see, col 45, lines 6-8, in which filter or 
license manager selecting information from store of license authorizations, database 23) 
which associates each digital object identifier with a pointer indicating the location of the 
stored digital object in the network (e.g. see. Abstract, lines 32-34, col 11, lines 54-67. 
col 46, lines 20-47), and 

For each of the digital objects, storing, separately from the digital object, 
validation information sufficient to permit a determination whether a purported instance 
of a digital object is identical to the original (e.g. see. Abstract, lines 4-14, col 1, lines 
33-47, col 10, lines 30-45). 

Wyman also discloses the step of storing the verification information 
separately from the digital object (e.g. see, col 13, lines 18-27, col 15, lines 22-31). 

Referring to claim 2: 

Wyman discloses the claimed method of permitting an authorized user to 
have access to the validation information, using the digital object identifier, to determine 
whether a purported instance of a digital object is identical to the original instance (e.g. 
see. Abstract, lines 4-14, col 1, lines 33-47, col 6, lines 40-61. col 14. lines 26-61). 

Referring to claim 3: 

Wyman discloses the claimed method wherein the validation infomnation 
comprises a digital signature over the digital object (e.g. see, col 14, lines 26-61). 

Referring to claim 4: 

Wyman discloses the claimed method of managing reference information 
about digital objects in a network, each of the digital objects comprising a set of 
sequences of digits and having an associated identifier which is unique across the 
network, the method comprising: 

Storing the digital objects (e.g. see, col 11, lines 10-30, col 23, lines 

30-46), 
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Storing reference information for each of tlie digital objects (e.g. see, col 
7, lines 22-39, col 9, lines 54-64, col 46, lines 29-47), and 

Storing validation information for each of the digital objects which is 
substantially smaller in size than the corresponding digital object and which enables a 
determination of whether a purported instance of a digital object is identical to the 
original instance (e.g. see, col 14, lines 26-67, col 15, lines 1-64). 

Referring to claim 5: 

Wyman discloses the claimed method of permitting authorized users to 
have access to the reference information using the unique identifier (e.g. see. Abstract, 
lines 3-14, col 46, lines 20-47). 

Referring to claims 6. 29-31: 

Wyman discloses the claimed method wherein the reference information 
comprises information concerning at least one of the following: 

registration of rights in digital objects (e.g. see, Abstract, lines 4-8); 
accesses to and uses of digital objects (e.g. see, col 1, lines 33-47); terms (validation) 
and conditions (authorizations) for access and use of digital objects (e.g. see, col 1, 
lines 50-59, col 11, lines 3-51); the ownership and licensing of rights to digital objects; 
links between different digital objects (e.g. see, col 7, lines 49-68, col 8, lines 1-3). 

Referring to claims 8. 9. 34: 

Wyman discloses the claimed method wherein the pointer versus identifier 
information is stored in multiple servers on the network, and the identifiers are 
generated in a manner to distribute the pointer versus unique identifier information 
relatively evenly among the servers (e.g. see, col 13, lines 18-39, col 15, lines 18-41, 
col 42, lines 11-20, col 46, lines 29-33). 

Referring to claims 10. 23. 24. 27. 28. 37. 46. 47: 
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Wvman discloses the claimed method of providing multiple pointer servers 
(license managers 14, Figure 1) each of which accepts identifiers of a subset of the 
digital objects and returns corresponding pointers to the locations of the digital objects 
in the network (e.g. see, Figure 1, Element 13, col 9, lines 35-68, col 12, lines 60-68), 

Providing a directory server (license server) which accepts identifiers of ' 
the digital objects and returns the locations of the pointer servers which accept those 
identifiers (e.g. see, col Abstract, lines 3-14, coll 1, lines 3-30). 

Referring to claims 12.15. 45: 

Wvman discloses the claimed method of storing the digital objects in the 
network in a manner that pemiits only authorized access (e.g. see. Abstract, lines 3-14, 
col 1, lines 48-59), 

Storing, in the network, information about terms (validation) and conditions 
(authorizations) for access to each digital object (e.g. see, col 1, lines 48-59, col 11, 
lines 3-68, col 12, lines 1-17), 

Making the information about terms and conditions available to a user in 
connection with a request for access to a digital object (e.g. see, c:ol 21, lines 22-45), 

Permitting access to the user only upon the user indicating assent to the 
terms and conditions (e.g. see, col 11, lines 3-51). 

Referring to claim 13: 

Wvman discloses the claimed method of storing, in the network, terms and 
condition for licensing rights (e.g. see, col 1, lines 27-60), 

Providing information on terms and conditions pertaining to works or other 
information or material that the digital object may be based on or incorporate (e.g. see, 
col 1, lines 48-59), 

Making the terms and conditions available to potential rights holders and 
users, as appropriate, upon request via the network (e.g. see, col 21, lines 22-45), 
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Enabling the potential rights holder aid the current rights holder to interact 
via the network to reach agreement on terms and conditions for grant of rights (e.g. see, 
col 11, lines 3-51), 

Storing, in a recordation server on the network, information identifying 
grants of rights for digital objects on the network (e.g. see, Abstract, lines 3-14, col 1, 
lines 48-59). 

Referring to claims 14. 35. 36. 41: 

Wvman discloses the claimed method of storing in the network information 
which associates with each of the unique identifiers, a pointer to a rights management 
system including a terms and conditions server containing terms and conditions (e.g. 
see, col 36, lines 45-64, col 37, lines 1-23), 

Providing to the user in response to presentation of a unique identifier the 
pointer to the terms and conditions server (e.g. see, col 26, lines 10-64, col 2 7, lines 
1-23, col 46, lines 39-46); 

Providing to the user in response to presentation of the pointer, terms and 
conditions information (e.g. see, col 21, lines 22-45); 

Enabling the user to indicate assent to the terms and conditions (e.g. see, 
colli, lines 3-51); 

In response to the assent, permitting the user to access the digital object 
including performance of the object (e.g. see. Abstract). 

Referring to claims 16, 38, 48- 50: 

Wvman discloses the claimed method of storing, repository (storage 
medium) which is accessible on a wide are network, copies of the digital objects, in a 
manner that enables only authorized accesses to the digital objects and permits 
verification that the stored digital objects have not been subjected to unauthorized 
alteration, at an information and reference server which is accessible on the network at 
a difference network address from the repository, providing fegistration services 
including receipt via the network of registration requests and delivery via the network of 



Application/Control Number: 10/678,356 
Art Unit: 2135 



Page 7 



registration certifications, and accessing, from the repository via the network, the 
objects for use in providing the registration services (e.g. see, col 7, lines 22-39, col 9, 
lines 54-64, col 32, lines 53-61, col 40, lines 1-39). 

Referring to claims 17. 39. 40. 42. 44: 

Wvman discloses the claimed method of enabling owners rights in digital 
objects to deposit copies of the digital objects in the repository, via the network (e.g. 
see. Abstract). 

Referring to claims 18. 19. 20. 25: 

Wyman discloses the claimed method of providing a service, accessible 
on the network, for generating a unique handle for each digital object (e.g. see. 
Abstract, col 1, lines 30-46, col 32, lines 53-61, col 36, lines 35-40). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Joseph Pan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5987. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached at 571-272-3859. The fax and phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose, telephone number is 571- 



